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Church Services

Sundays  
  8.00  Low Mass
10.30  Solemn Mass and Sermon  
 followed by refreshments  
 in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays 
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am 
Tues and Fri 12noon 
Sat 9.00am
 
Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass as above, Sung Mass: 7.30pm 
unless otherwise indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to 
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day or 
night. The Holy Oil is available for those who wish 
to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give  
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings  
and Funerals please contact the Vicar.

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church 
website and is managed by Paul Fella to 
whom matter for the site should be sent via 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.

The church is open from 8.30am each day and  
a team of volunteers is available to answer  
questions etc from 10.00am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while 
there is a volunteer on duty.

St Saviour's Church
South Street  Eastbourne  East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh  
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not 
have life within you.” 
My dear friends,

All of us together form the church. Who is the 
centre of the church?  Jesus is the centre.  
How is Jesus most present to us?  In the 
Blessed Sacrament.  And so the Feast of 
Corpus Christi, on Sunday 23rd June, is at the 
very centre and heart of our church, the centre 
and heart of our faith, and the centre and heart 
of the lives of each and every one of us.  I am 
delighted that Fr Edward Dowler, Archdeacon 
of Hastings, and a great friend of St. Saviour’s, 
will be joining us as our preacher that Sunday 
as we celebrate and give God thanks for the 
wonderful gift of the Eucharist.

In 1263 a priest from Prague was en route to 
Rome making a pilgrimage to ask God for help to 
strengthen his faith since he was having doubts 
about his vocation.  Along the way he stopped 
in a Bolsena, 70 miles north of Rome.  While 
celebrating Mass there, as he raised the host 
during the consecration, the bread turned into 
flesh and began to bleed.  The drops of blood 
fell onto the corporal (the small white cloth on 
the altar), which may still be seen to this day in 
the Basilica of Orvieto.  The following year, 1264, 
Pope Urban IV instituted the Feast of the Body 
and Blood of Jesus (Corpus et Sanguis Christi). 

I know some find it difficult to believe that bread 
and wine change into the Body and Blood of 
Jesus: they say, amongst other things, that all 
that is happening at the Mass is a ‘memorial’.  
But Jesus is really and truly present with us in his 
sacramental form in the Eucharist.  He comes to 
us in every Mass in the form of bread and wine: 
for what else could he have meant when he said, 
at the Last Supper, “this is my body… this is 
my blood”?  He did not say that the Eucharist 
merely represents his body and blood, rather, it 
re-members – that is, makes present again – his 
body and blood.  The Eucharist is no less than 
his blood shed for us and his body scourged, 
crowned with thorns and crucified for us.  The 
wine poured and the bread broken is his love for 
us, and his body and blood given for us. 

When we receive him in the Blessed Sacrament, 
Jesus is in us and we are in Jesus; we become 
what we eat.  He comes to dwell within us and we 
are to live our lives now in him, for the world. 

We are invited to choose daily to let him reign 
in daily lives.  We do that most effectively and 
practically by living what spiritual writers often call 
a ‘unity of life’.  The Feast of Corpus Christi is an 
invitation to reaffirm our belief in the implications 
of the Incarnation.  It means that we are to live 
differently now.  We must reject the temptation to 
compartmentalise our faith into some ‘religious 
sphere’ where it does not act as a leaven within 
us, and then through us for the world.  Because 
through our baptism, through our participation in 
all of the sacraments and, in particular, through 
the Eucharist, we now abide in God.  We must 
also carry him into the world. 

The Eucharist is a mystery that is meant to plunge 
its roots deeply into every area of our lives.  It is 
a gift to be received and lived, to unfold into a 
dynamic, daily encounter with a living God who 
calls us to continual conversion.  This conversion 
happens in and through the very stuff of the 
struggles and travail of our daily lives; through the 
mistakes, the wrong choices, the failures, and even 
through the pain.  And it transforms all of them.

May Jesus in the Eucharist always be the very 
centre and heart of our church, the centre and 
heart of our faith, and the centre and heart of the 
lives of each and every one of us.

O Sacrament most holy,
O Sacrament divine,
All praise and all    
              thanksgiving
Be every moment thine.
With my love and prayers as ever,

Fr Mark
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Marketing Suite Open Weekend 
8th–9th June, 10am–4pm

Luxury new care home 
opening this October

Café with orangery  •  Private dining  •  Concierge service  •  Choice of lounges  •  Wi-fi 
Life-enrichment programme  •  En-suite rooms  •  Minibus  •  Spa bathroom  •  Salon

01323 306 598
www.barchester.com/MortainPlace

93 Pevensey Bay Road, Eastbourne, BN23 6JF

You’re invited to Mortain Place Care Home’s brand new marketing 
suite to take a look around and meet our friendly team.

• Bespoke residential, dementia and respite care  •  Daily life-enrichment programme

• Choice of nutritious and delicious home-cooked meals

• Interactive multi-sensory environment for residents with dementia

If you’re unable to join us for this event, the Marketing Suite will be open daily, 10am–4pm
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Foodbank reveals figures
Eastbourne Foodbank helped 12,156 people in 2018.  
The data has been released by the charity which has  
a warehouse in Hampden Park and a number of satellite 
offices in church halls and community centres across 
Eastbourne. 

Foodbank’s boss Howard Wardle said although the opening 
hours may be restricted at the satellite offices, they are much 
busier than they look. 

He said, “Perhaps surprisingly, in 2018 they served as a lifeline 
to more than 12,156 distressed Eastbourne people, providing them with a range of essentials to tide 
them through difficult periods when they might otherwise fall through gaps in the welfare system. These 
clients receive food against vouchers, which are now held by over 250 professional agencies across 
Eastbourne, ready to be issued to anyone in need. 

“And the satellites are only the tip of the iceberg. They are supported by a modern warehouse, a 
dedicated vehicle and generous donors across the town who provide everything from a tin of tomatoes 
to car boots full of supplies. .In 2012, one generous organization even donated the van itself. This is vital 
to the foodbank’s work because on average donors now drop off around six tonnes of food every month 
across a network of 30 collection points. If you shop in one of the-larger supermarkets, you’ve probably 
seen one of ‘ the special bins - and the network now even includes four schools and two banks.” 

To support Foodbank visit eastbourne.foodbank.org.uk                                             © Eastbourne Herald
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Are you willing?
It is some years since I last wrote about the 
importance of making a Will, and perhaps 
making some provision for the future of  
St Saviour’s Church.  I make no apology for 
raising this issue again now.  It is probably one 
of the most prudent and beneficial actions you 
can take – for you and for our Church.  One 
can never really know what’s just around the 
corner.  Oscar Wilde famously said, “Either that 
wallpaper goes, or I do”.  He went long before 
the wallpaper!

Who needs a Will?  The answer to that is 
everyone. Every adult who owns any goods, 
property or has any savings should have a Will.  
Yet, amazingly, fewer than half of adult Britons 
have made a Will.  Are you one of those who 
have no Will?  If you haven’t, then the people, 
church and charities you really care about may get 
nothing at all.   If you have no relatives, then the 
only person to benefit could be the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer!  Who needs it more Mr Hammond 
or St Saviour’s?

Most of us are cash poor and asset rich.  Bluntly, 
we are worth more dead than alive!  In some  
25 years of professional fundraising for charities, 
I never failed to be staggered by the number of 
people who supported a charity loyally, sacrificially 
and to the best of their ability throughout their 
lifetime, but who then passed away without having 
made any provision for that work to continue after 
their death.  Conversely, I have been humbled by 
the enormous benefits that legacies and bequests 
have provided for charitable causes from Wills.  
Indeed, in our own case there can be no better 
examples than when a generous legacy of 

£10,000 from dearly remembered Frances Smith 
provided almost one-third of the money needed 
to restore part of the organ, and when our friend 
Peter Stockwell left us £25,000 which meant 
we closed that year in surplus rather than in the 
red.  How nice for Frances and Peter to be ever 
remembered in such a practical and beneficial 
way.

Please, if you haven’t yet made a Will I urge you 
to do so – if only for the sake of your family and 
friends – and perhaps make some provision for 
our Church and the other causes which may be 
dear to you.  Any gift you make to church and 
charities will be completely free of tax, and will 
reduce the value of your estate for Inheritance 
Tax purposes.  More importantly it will be a real 
investment in the work, worship, witness and 
mission of St Saviour’s.

If you are one of the wise ones who have made a 
Will, then reviewing the contents every few years 
is not only sound financial sense, but also good 
Christian discipleship.  Jesus talked a lot about 
using our money and possessions wisely, all on 
loan to us from God (Luke 12, vs 15-21) Clearly, 
suitable provision for your immediate family and 
dependants should be your prime concern, but 
you will surely want to continue your faithful 
support of our Church and  your charities after 
your death.  If you want help about reviewing your 
Will, or even writing one in the first place, I can 
point you to more information.

Thank you. 
Jim Tomsett  

Stewardship Recorder
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The winners of the April 
2019 100's Club draw were:
1st 43 - Mary Delves
2nd  17 - Carolyn Hunt
3rd 63 - Liz Furlong
2019 is our thirteenth year. 
The cost remains at £2 per month 
(£24 for the year). Currently 
prizes remain at £40, £20 and £10 
respectively, however if the level  
falls so will the prize money.

All profit goes to the Church and 
Church Room.  
WE STILL HAVE PLACES. 
Please sign up for this year. See 
Steve Gilbert or call (01323 469078). 

If you are interested in 
joining our Walsingham Cell 
please contact Mary Delves 
on 735410

A lamp burns for  
this church in the 
Shrine of Our Lady  
of Walsingham

A village with a population little over a thousand, Liesse 
is the Walsingham of Northern France, with a similar 
foundation date and some legends attached. Traditionally 
three French knights were captured during the Crusades, 
and the sultan of Cairo tried to convert them to Islam. 
They in their turn converted his daughter Ismérie to 
Christianity; on presenting her with a statue of the Virgin 
Mary they were immediately transported back to their 
native land, to Liesse, where they determined to build a 
chapel to enshrine the miraculous statue, Notre Dame, 
cause de notre joie. Not surprisingly, the shrine, built around 1134, is associated particularly with freeing 
captives (as well as granting fertility). It was further rebuilt in 1384, and then the façade was extended in 
1480, with aisles from the late 19th century.

Most Kings of France came here on pilgrimage, with Louis XI having an especial devotion. The High Altar 
was a gift of Marie de Medici’s on the birth of Louis XIII, whilst Louis XIII and his life, Anne of Austria, 
were subsequently to make a thanksgiving offering of a painting of the Nativity for the birth of the future 
Louis XIV.

The mediaeval statue of the Virgin and Child was burned in 793, at the time of the Revolution; a modern 
ebony reproduction is enthroned above the High Altar. Only a small village, yes, but this shrine is 
regarded as the spiritual heart of the diocese of Laon.

La vierge noire de Liesse 
The black Virgin Mary of Liesse
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Highlights of the Vicar’s report  
to the 2019 apcm
It is now seven months since I had the privilege 
of being inducted as your Vicar – the tenth here 
(and hopefully not the last) – and, despite the 
fact that I promised myself that I would spend 
the first year here watching, taking stock and 
getting to know you, things have certainly not 
been standing still.

Since my induction on the 25th September 2018, 
I have been trying to get to know everyone and 
everything about the parish and I continue to feel 
like I am still in that learning and listening process.  
In some respects, it has been a baptism of fire 
as, in rapid succession, I have also found myself 
having to take on the responsibilities of sacristan 
and head server, as well as being parish priest.  
I hope that God will raise up suitable candidates 
to take on these roles in the near future, as well  
as somebody suitable to be our Safeguarding 
Officer.

It’s quite a sobering exercise to sit down and 
reflect on where we are now and what has been 
achieved since October 2018.  I will highlight 
some of the areas as I proceed. 

Worship and Nurture of Christian Disciples
At the heart of who we are, and what we do, is the 
worship of Almighty God primarily in the context 
of the Mass. Many of you will have noticed that 
I place particular emphasis on teaching the faith 
and this is why I immediately introduced a homily 
at the weekday Masses, which I know many of 
you appreciate and find valuable.  You may also 
have noticed a short commentary on the Sunday 
readings in the service booklets, and teaching in 
each of the Holy Week liturgy booklets. Also the 
provision of devotional booklets in Advent and 
Lent. Arising from the recent Lent course there is 
a clear desire for a discussion group to be started, 
and it will be.  I also anticipate running courses 
each year in September and I am thinking this 
year of taking a deeper look at the sacraments.  I 
will also be looking at the possibility of a scripture 
study group when our new curate arrives later 
this year, and we very much look forward to his 
arrival.  I am sure you will all make him and Will 
very welcome.

It is important that we are able to offer a wide 
variety of worship which caters for the spiritual 
needs of those attending, but there is still work 
to do.  Mass is offered on every day of the week, 
and these are – for the most part – well attended.  
I am not yet convinced that there is any need to 
change the times of these Masses.  I am, however, 
concerned at the level of attendance at the 8am 
Mass on Sunday mornings which is often less 
than 10.  To be honest, I found attendance at 
the liturgies of Holy Week a trifle disappointing, 
although in fairness I must balance that with 
amazing attendances through Lent for Stations of 
the Cross.  Whilst thinking of Holy Week, I must 
mention the hard work and dedication of our small 
team of servers, and thank them on your behalf. I 
think it would be good for all of us to have some 
more reflective services, and to have a monthly 
choral evensong and benediction – and I will be 
exploring this in the near future. 

It is wonderful that the children’s church has been 
re-launched and I am sure that we all welcome 
this. Please pray for Lydia and Rachel as they lead 
it, and Brenda as she helps them.  I am praying 
that in due course this will be the basis for a 
mothers and toddlers group which will meet in the 
week in the hall.

I would like to see more people reading at 
Mass, more intercessors, more servers and 
more ministers of Holy Communion. If you feel 
called to one of these ministries, or can suggest 
candidates, please do let me know.  Training 
and guidance will be given to those who come 
forward.

I am delighted that June Cox was confirmed by 
the Bishop of Chichester on Sunday 12th May at 
St. Andrew’s, Seaside, and many of us were there 
to support one of our church family as she made 
that wonderful commitment to Christ. 

Building community
One of my other priorities since joining you 
has been to encourage the further building of 
community and relationships in the church, so that 
there is more of a sense of us being together and 
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getting to know each other more – rather than us 
just simply attending Mass.  I have also tried to 
model a different sort of priesthood – perhaps it’s 
my Mirfield training – which, as you know, involves 
being very much involved with all of you – whether 
that’s on my knees scrubbing at the working party, 
calling the bingo or visiting you in your homes.  
Keith Metcalfe observed recently that I was very 
‘hands on’ – I think that’s a compliment!  

It’s also about a culture of being welcoming and 
friendly and attractive to visitors.  This is why 
things such as the Thursday morning coffee 
at the Vicarage and the monthly breakfast are 
so popular, as are the social events and the 
fundraising events – whilst the money raised is a 
great help in keeping things going financially, the 
primary (and for me, most important) point is to 
get people alongside each other. 

I hear lots of comments – both directly and 
indirectly (be warned!) – and I have heard many 
favourable comments about the atmosphere of 
our church.  One of the recent highlights for me 
was the working party on Holy Saturday morning 
– there was a real buzz around church and a 
warmth.  It was great to have children involved, 
too.  This is the way it should be, but there is still 
work to do.  

Membership
Following the six yearly ‘cull’ of the Electoral 
Roll, we now stand at 154.  Of course, not all 
those attending are on the Electoral Roll.  You will 
have noticed ‘new faces’, I am sure, as you will 
have noticed some ‘old faces’ returning.  There 
are certainly signs of growth, and we must pray 
that that continues. I am convinced that growth 
occurs when there is a good welcome, authentic 
discipleship, an open and inclusive atmosphere, 
sound teaching and good liturgy.  The later 
followers of Jesus had not met him, but they 
found the love and joy of his disciples infectious – 
and that is what we must model here.  The church 
was not built on gossip, undermining, carping 
and criticising – but on love, joy and mutual 
upbuilding.  And that is how this church will 
continue to be built.

Financial and Stewardship
The state of our finances has been dealt with in 
the Trustees Annual Report and Financial Report 
by those more qualified than me to comment.  
However, one thing that can be said is that our 

financial position is precarious – as you will 
remember, soon after I arrived I drew attention 
to this, and it remains a concern, particularly in 
the context of the latest quinquennial report. Can 
I thank all of you who prayerfully engaged with 
the Stewardship Campaign, particularly those 
of you who were in a position to increase your 
giving.  And can I encourage all of you to take 
this incredibly seriously when we revisit the issue 
next year.  Can I also thank all those who have 
generously donated – even in the short time I have 
been here – new lighting, Easter Garden figures, 
and new oil candles, just to give a few examples.  
And also all those who give so generously of 
their time in cleaning, maintaining the garden, 
and attending the working parties. The financial 
position of this church would be significantly 
worse were it not for the very generous giving 
of time by people – if this were outsourced, we 
would be facing additional bills for thousands, and 
the financial position of this church really would be 
totally unsustainable.

In this latter respect of course, stewardship 
isn’t just a matter of making the books balance, 
important though that is.  It also very much 
involves the need for us to make sure that 
everyone is included, everyone is wanted, and 
everyone is needed when it comes to the many 
and varied tasks and roles in church life.  The 
church here is blessed with a highly dedicated 
and devoted core of dependable people; I am well 
aware of their dedication and devotion in the help 
they give me personally.

Whilst it is great to see some new faces 
volunteering, it is usually the same faces I see 
when help is required and asked for.  I hope that 
this is not because some of us are happy for 
others to do everything while we simply consume 
what is produced. I also hope that this is not 
because some of us feel that we would not be 
welcome if we were to offer to help out.  Because 
there are no ‘no go’ areas at St. Saviour’s.  No job 
or task or area of service is confined to those who 
have qualified by the length of time they’ve been 
here.  We need to make sure that everyone knows 
that this is a place where they can use the gifts 
with which God has blessed them. 

Our mission and the future
Whilst I still have to pinch myself every time I go 
into church as I still can’t quite believe I’m the 
vicar of such a beautiful, historical building, I am 



11

conscious that buildings are not the church; the 
church is the people; and one of our main tasks is 
to share the Gospel with other people, particularly 
those who have not been touched by the love of 
Christ.  

Jesus commands us to “go and make disciples” 
(Matt 28:19).  The love that we have received 
from God and that we share amongst ourselves 
in fellowship here or endeavour to share in our 
community through caring, is not the full Gospel.  
It is a means by which we share the hope of 
Christ within us, such that those about us will 
also become disciples of Jesus, mature followers 
of Christ.  Chatstop and our support of FSW and 
latterly the Foodbank are vital in this, and they 
are so vital that I hope we will continue to support 
the Foodbank throughout the year. But we need 
to begin to think as to the ways in which we can 
further reach out as a church.  

And so in the next PCC year we will consider our 
strategy for mission, which will inevitably include 
thinking about, and drawing up, our Mission 
Action Plan.  After some initial thinking from the 
Standing Committee, we will have at least one 
PCC ‘away-day’ where we can start this process. 
We will also all need to give serious consideration 
to the question of discipleship – that is, how 
we live our lives – all aspects of our lives – as 
Christians.  Because if coming to church on a 
Sunday (or not) is all it amounts to – another 
weekly appointment like going to the hairdressers 
or doing the shopping at Tesco’s – then we have 
missed the point.

It is worth reminding ourselves of the ‘seven marks 
of a healthy church’ so we can begin to think 
about all of this now.

A healthy church:
1 will be energised by faith - rather than just 

keeping things going or trying to do so;
2 will have an outward-looking focus - with a 

‘whole life’ rather than ‘church life’ concern;
3 seeks to find out what God wants - rather 

than letting its own preferences set the church 
agenda;

4 faces the cost of change and growth - 
rather than resisting change and avoiding 
failure;

5 builds community - rather than functioning as 
a club or religious organisation;

6 makes room for others - being inclusive 
rather than exclusive;

7 does a few things, and does them well - 
focused rather than frenetic.

cf. Growing Healthy Churches by Robert Warren & Janet Hodgson

The new Diocesan Vision for the next 5 years also 
encourages us to look at how open, converted, 
generous and engaged we are.  How do we 
measure up here at St. Saviour’s as against these 
criteria?  Answering these questions, and so 
planning the future, will be a great opportunity for 
us.

Conclusion
Finally, as we look back on – and give thanks for 
- the blessings of the last year and look ahead to 
the exciting and challenging times which face us 
here, we ask God’s blessing upon us as we seek 
to serve in God’s name and be the face of Christ 
to the people of this parish. 

Fr. Mark McAulay SSC
25th April 2019
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Congratulations June!
June Cox was Confirmed by Bishop Martin 
Warner along with a number of other 
candidates for Baptism and Confirmation at  
St Andrews, Norway in Seaside, Eastbourne  
on Sunday 12th May.

I am delighted to say that a number of our 
congregation went along to support her  
on this significant day of her religious life.  

Here are a few photos taken at the occasion and 
also a photo of her celebrating with us on the  
19th of May with wine and cake.  Well done June!
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Training our new Curate
On Saturday 29th June, Tom Crowley will be 
ordained a Deacon by Bishop Martin in his 
cathedral church at Chichester and will be 
coming to join us as our new assistant curate. 
When you get to meet Fr. Tom (as he will then 
be), and his partner Will, I’m sure you will  
give them both a warm and friendly welcome.   
One of the things that makes such a 
difference to curacy is having supporting and 
understanding laity around who realise and 
accept that a curate is ‘in formation’ and ‘in 
training’ – not the ‘finished article’. 

Quite a lot has changed with regard to the 
formation and training of curates since I was first 
ordained. I was a little bit older than Tom is now 
and the Vicar I worked alongside (my ‘training 
incumbent’) was nearly the same age that I am 
now. I feel as though I have gone full circle !  

Talking to Fr. Tony recently about his formation 
and training, it is clear that the training he received 
was rather like osmosis. He took in what the Vicar 
did at services (when he was around) and then 
simply got on with it and did the same himself.  
For a lot of the time he was left to his own 
devices.  There was little feedback, and little 
supervision.  Regrettably, the vicar had burnt 
himself out in his early years. My curacy was 
less negative, and more directive, than this but 
certainly not as structured as is expected now 
in 2019 – as I have come to learn because (and 
no doubt this will come as a surprise to many 
of you), I have had to (and still have to) attend 
training sessions myself in order to be equipped 
to play my part in training Tom.  I say ‘my part’ 
deliberately because you, the congregation, also 
have a part to play in his training, too. 

Having a curate is a huge responsibility if you are 
to do the job properly. Those who are privileged to 
be entrusted with the care of a curate are required 
to make time for them. Over the past few months 
(and in the months to come) I have been required 
to attend training events ourselves so that I am 
better equipped to encourage Tom in the early 
years of his ministry. The watchword for all training 
incumbents is ‘supervision’: it is expected that we 
will set aside specific times during each month 
when we will meet with our new colleague. It isn’t 
only about ‘showing them the ropes’ but  

 
it’s an opportunity to help them reflect practically, 
pastorally and theologically on their ministry. 
Constructive feedback is all important. In addition, 
Tom will also have to attend regular meetings with 
his fellow curates from around the Diocese and 
must commit to regular in-service training courses 
as well. We will also both be involved in an annual 
review process through which the Bishop will 
decide whether he is ordained as a priest next 
year and ultimately on his suitability to run a parish 
of his own.

As you can imagine, I am greatly looking forward 
to Tom’s arrival and having another colleague who 
will share in ministry alongside me together with 
the other members of our college of clergy at St. 
Saviour’s. But you can also see that there is far 
more to his role as our new curate than simply 
getting on with the job or being an extra pair of 
hands to make life ‘easier’ for me or the parish.  
At his ordination we pray that the grace of the 
Holy Spirit will be conferred upon Tom; but 
it’s also up to us to help equip him for both 
his present and future ministry. As his training 
incumbent I will have specific responsibilities in 
this regard which will necessarily require my time 
to carry them out properly, but we can all provide 
him with the encouragement and support he 
needs to be happy and fulfilled in his ministry. 

It is a great privilege and responsibility for us to be 
a parish in which a curate comes to be formed as 
a deacon and a priest.  As Tom joins us, we must 
all be open to receive the gifts and insights that 
our new curate brings and we must do all we can 
to help him feel welcome and welcome him into 
the life, ministry and mission of our parish. In the 
meantime we must pray for him in this great step 
that he is taking in his life as he has responded 
to God’s call to serve Him and His people. In this 
latter respect, the coming of our new curate is 
also a wake-up call to us all to nurture vocation 
to a variety of ministries and in particular, the 
ordained ministry, so that more people may make 
the response of Isaiah their own: “Here I am, Lord, 
send me.” 

Fr. Mark
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Eastbourne’s newest and finest florist.  And now together with a wonderful coffee shop & tea room.  
This unique and beautiful shop serves probably the best flowers and the best beverages in town.

Stunning Quality Floristry for  
Weddings, Funerals and Corporate Events  
with exclusive Workshops and Courses – 
and the freshest flowers anywhere!

Extraordinary value,  
Delivery to any UK address  
– inc FREE local, same day delivery.

www.thebloomfactory.co.uk
87 Seaside Road, Eastbourne BN21 3PL
hello@thebloomfactory.co.uk / 01323 302302
facebook.com/thebloomfactoryuk

Bud – Bean – Bake

#LoveFlowers    #LoveCoffee   #LoveEastbourne

THE BLO OM FACTORY
FLORIST CAFÉ
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Upfields Complete Bathrooms Ltd
73-75 South Street,  
Eastbourne
BN21 4LR

T  01323 640252
F 01323 728086
E upfields@onyxnet.co.uk

www.upfieldskitchensandbathrooms.co.uk

For All your  
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Plumbing and Heating 
Requirements 
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Chichester Diocese has always had a strong 
connection with Walsingham.  Every year 
hundreds of pilgrims go from our Diocese on a 
Parish pilgrimage to Walsingham. In addition, 
Chichester Diocese makes up the largest 
group at the Children’s and Youth Pilgrimage 
each year. In 2017 in partnership with the 
Shrine, Walsingham came to Chichester 
Cathedral.

On the 4 May this year pilgrims from our 
parishes joined The Bishop of Chichester at 
Westminster Abbey for a day of devotion in 
which the Walsingham Shrines collaborated with 
Westminster Abbey hosting a day of celebration in 
Mary’s month of May.

Rev John Twisleton was amongst 
the pilgrims present and shares his 
reflections here:

‘Greater in honour than 
the cherubim, and glorious 
incomparably more than the 
seraphim; thou who inviolate didst bring forth 
God the Word, and art indeed the Mother of God: 
thee do we magnify’ John Tavener’s setting of the 
Orthodox antiphon interpolated into the Anglican 
Magnificat covered the Catholic rite of censing the 

coronation altar by the Dean at solemn Evensong 
concluding a memorable day of devotion in 
Westminster Abbey.
Before that altar on the Cosmati pavement where 
monarchs are crowned stood the statue of Our 
Lady Queen and Mother carried from England’s 
Nazareth at Walsingham. The gentle tone of 
Tavener’s chant setting an unarguable statement 
about Mary captured the spirit of an ecumenical 
day of devotion in which the Walsingham Shrines 
collaborated with Westminster Abbey hosting a 
day of celebration in Mary’s month of May.

As Priest Associate of the Holy House at 
Walsingham I’m committed with 2000 other clergy 
and hundreds of thousands of laity ‘to further, 
with the aid of Our Lady’s prayers, the conversion 
of the nations and the reunion of Christendom’. 
There are some days when you feel things are 
moving forward on this and 4 May 2019 was such.

To see over the head of Mary’s effigy brought into 
the Abbey Sanctuary the words inscribed over the 
high altar from Revelation ‘the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ’ was deeply moving. They were for a day, 
not just aspiration but touched on reality there and 
then as hundreds of people did business with God 
bringing the nation on their hearts.

A hopeful, heartwarming  
day of celebration at  
Westminster Abbey
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Bishop Philip North spoke of its being the day 
we placed Mary back at the heart of our nation 
through the Abbey’s hospitality. In his address, we 
were reminded how King Richard II made England 
Our Lady’s Dowry, the origin of the revived Society 
of Our Lady of Pew I belong to at the Abbey. To 
bring Mary from England’s Nazareth to stand in a 
Westminster rocked by political uncertainties at 
the heart of a church hesitant to evangelise was 
a countercultural breath of the Spirit. Devotion 
to Christ’s Mother is nothing private, the Bishop 
reminded us. It explodes outwards in presenting 
her Son countering the ‘lazy universalism’ in the 
church today promoting holiness, justice and 
openness to do what God requires of us.

To mark a historic occasion Cambridge history 
Professor Eamon Duffy spoke in the afternoon 
on ‘Walsingham from ruin to restoration’. It was a 
graphic, amusing talk moving through the origin, 
ruination and restoration of England’s Nazareth in 
Norfolk. As one familiar with Fr Wagner’s legacy in 
Brighton and Buxted I appreciated Duffy’s picture 
of the charismatic yet controversial Fr Hope Patten 
who moved north from Sussex to restore the 
Shrine. His Curate, Fr Scott James went over to the 
Roman Catholics setting up a rival shrine, another 
charismatic who preached with a Siamese cat on his 
shoulders! Duffy chronicled how the Shrines moved 

closer over the years leading to the 2018 ecumenical 
covenant. ‘The door of the Holy House opened by 
Richeldis remains open’ he concluded, reflecting 
the open heart of God and his home at Nazareth. 
That statement was repeated by Archbishop Rino 
Fisichella from the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith in his evensong sermon. ‘The house of 
Mary is open to all who in the depth of their hearts 
see the need to seek Jesus’.

Westminster Abbey can feel a shrine of self-
importance with so many epitaphs of that sort. 
The Abbey’s inclusive yet distinctive Christian 
worship runs counter in affirming God as the 
one in whom we find significance. As Bishop 
Rino said ‘we can hide nothing from the Sacred 
Face’ whose energising gaze is on us. ‘The Lord 
is a God who knows all, who lifts the poor... we 
love and know we’re loved in Mary’s House... 
we feel part of something greater than us that 
doesn’t oppress us’. The towering greatness of 
the Abbey was made light and spacious that day 
by the sense of God’s presence in Mary on the 
coronation pavement and the unselfconscious 
devotion of the crowd I was part of. As a brother 
priest said as people flocked to the ‘carousel’ 
of devotions, ‘to see so many doing individual 
business with God in a Church is hopeful and 
heartwarming’.                 
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The legacy of St Juliana of Liège
The institution of Corpus Christi as a feast 
in the Christian calendar resulted from 
approximately forty years of work on the part 
of Juliana of Liège, a 13th century Norbertine 
canoness, also known as Juliana de Cornillon, 
born in 1191 or 1192 in Liège, Belgium, a city 
where there were groups of women dedicated 
to Eucharistic worship. Guided by exemplary 
priests, they lived together, devoted to prayer 
and to charitable works. Orphaned at the 
age of five, she and her sister Agnes were 
entrusted to the care of the Augustinian nuns 
at the convent and leprosarium of Mont-
Cornillon, where Juliana developed a special 
veneration for the Blessed Sacrament.

She always longed for a feast day outside of 
Lent in its honour. Her desire was enhanced by a 
vision of the Church under the appearance of the 
full moon having one dark spot, which signified 
the absence of such a solemnity. In 1208, she 
reported her first vision of Christ in which she was 
instructed to plead for the institution of the feast 
of Corpus Christi. The vision was repeated for the 
next 20 years but she kept it a secret. When she 
eventually relayed it to her confessor, he relayed it 
to the bishop.

Juliana also petitioned the learned Dominican 
Hugh of St-Cher, and Robert de Thorete, Bishop 
of Liège. At that time bishops could order feasts in 
their dioceses, so Bishop Robert ordered in 1246 
a celebration of Corpus Christi to be held in the 
diocese each year thereafter on the Thursday after 
Trinity Sunday. The first such celebration occurred 
at St Martin’s Church in the city that same year.

Hugh of St-Cher travelled to Liège as Cardinal-
Legate in 1251 and, finding that the feast was not 
being observed, reinstated it. In the following year, 
he established the feast for his whole jurisdiction 
(Germany, Dacia, Bohemia, and Moravia), to be 
celebrated on the Thursday after the Octave of 
Trinity (one week later than had been indicated for 
Liège), but with a certain elasticity, for he granted 
an indulgence for all who confessed their sins and 
attended church ‘on a date and in a place where 
[the feast] was celebrated’.

Jacques Pantaléon of Troyes was also won over 
to the cause of the Feast of Corpus Christi during  

 
his ministry as Archdeacon in Liège. It was he 
who, having become Pope as Urban IV in 1264, 
instituted the Solemnity of Corpus Christi on the 
Thursday after Pentecost as a feast for the entire 
Latin Church, by the papal bull Transiturus de hoc 
mundo. The legend that this act was inspired by 
a procession to Orvieto in 1263, after a village 
priest in Bolsena and his congregation witnessed 
a Eucharistic miracle of a bleeding consecrated 
host at Bolsena, has been called into question by 
scholars who note problems in the dating of the 
alleged miracle, whose tradition begins in the 14th 
century, and the interests of Urban IV, a former 
Archdeacon in Liège. 

Though this was the first papally imposed 
universal feast for the Latin Church, it was not in 
fact widely celebrated for half a century, although 
it was adopted by a number of dioceses in 
Germany and by the Cistercians, and in 1295 
was celebrated in Venice. It became a truly 
universal feast only after the bull of Urban IV was 
included in the collection of laws known as the 
Clementines, compiled under Pope Clement V,  
but promulgated only by his successor  
Pope John XXII in 1317.

While the institution of the Eucharist is celebrated 
on Holy (Maundy) Thursday, the liturgy on that 
day also commemorates Christ’s washing of the 
disciples’ feet, the institution of the priesthood 
and the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
So many other functions took place on this day 
that the principal event was almost lost sight 
of. This is mentioned in the Bull Transiturus as 
the chief reason for the introduction of the new 
feast. Hence, the feast of Corpus Christi was 
established to create a feast focused solely on the 
Holy Eucharist.

Three versions of the office for the feast of Corpus 
Christi in extant manuscripts provide evidence 
for the Liège origins and voice of Juliana in an 
original office, which was followed by two later 
versions of the office. A highly sophisticated 
and polished version can be found in BNF 
1143, a musical manuscript devoted entirely to 
the feast, upon which there is wide scholarly 
agreement: the version in BNF 1143 is a revision 
of an earlier version found in Prague, Abbey of 
Strahov MS D.E.I. 7, and represents the work 
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of St. Thomas Aquinas following or during his 
residency at Orvieto from 1259 to 1265. The office 
can also be found in the 1343 codex Regimen 
Animarum. This liturgy may be used as a votive 
Mass of the Blessed Sacrament on weekdays 
in ordinary time. The hymn Aquinas composed 
for Vespers of Corpus Christi, Pange Lingua 
or another eucharistic hymn, is also used on 
Maundy Thursday during the procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament to the altar of repose. The 
last two verses of Pange Lingua are also used as 
a separate hymn, Tantum Ergo, which is sung at 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. O Salutaris 
Hostia, another hymn sung at Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament, comprises the last two verses 
of Verbum Supernum Prodiens, Aquinas’ hymn for 

Lauds of Corpus Christi. Aquinas also composed 
the propers for the Mass of Corpus Christi, 
including the sequence Lauda Sion Salvatorem. 
The epistle reading for the Mass was taken from 
Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians 
(1 Corinthians 11:23-29), and the Gospel reading 
was taken from the Gospel of John (John 6:56-
59).

When Pope Pius V revised the General Roman 
(Tridentine)Calendar, Corpus Christi was one of 
only two ‘feasts of devotion’ that he kept, the 
other being Trinity Sunday.  In that calendar, 
Corpus Christi was celebrated on the Thursday 
after Trinity Sunday. The feast had an octave 
until 1955, when Pope Pius XII suppressed all 
octaves, even in local calendars, except those of 
Christmas, Easter and Pentecost.

From 1849 until 1969, a separate Feast of the 
Most Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was assigned originally to the first Sunday in 
July, later to the first day of the month. This feast 
was removed from the General Roman Calendar 
in 1969, ‘because the Most Precious Blood of 
Christ the Redeemer is already venerated in the 
solemnities of the Passion, of Corpus Christi and 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and in the feast of 
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. But the Mass of 
the Most Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is placed among the votive Masses’.

Corpus Christi in the 21st Century
The feast of Corpus Christi is liturgically 
celebrated on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday 
or, ‘where the Solemnity of The Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ is not a holy day of obligation, 
it is assigned to the Sunday after the Most Holy 
Trinity as its proper day’. In the liturgical reforms 
of 1969, under Pope Paul VI, the bishops of 
each nation have the option to transfer it to the 
following Sunday.  At the end of Holy Mass, 
there is usually a procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament, generally displayed in a monstrance. 
The procession is followed by Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

Although the celebration of Corpus Christi was 
abolished in England in 1548, the Church of 
England always keeps the celebration, known also 
as The Day of Thanksgiving for the Institution of 
Holy Communion (Corpus Christi). This Festival is 
celebrated by Anglo-Catholic parishes, the world 
over.
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May was full of promises, but she didn’t keep 
‘em quick enough for some.  And a crowd of 
doubting Thomasses were predicting that the 
summer’d never come…

As I was typing that I thought that I could start 
a whole political discourse; but I’ll keep that to 
myself and carry on in the spirit of good ol’ Rogers 
and Hammerstein.  It’s certainly a great time of the 
year with all the blossom, the scent of the spring 
flowers and, of course, the sunshine.  Let’s hope 
that we have lots and lots of it in the next few 
months.

But, back to matters music.  It’s been a bit quiet 
since Easter.  That said, we had the most amazing 
solo violin recital on the 19th from Anne Hooley.  
Quite an extraordinary concert.  She just stood 
there on her own and played for the better part 
of two hours.  Some of the most taxing, virtuoso 
playing that you are ever likely to witness.  It was 
also a brilliant programme with music spanning 
the centuries.  That is something that will live in 
my memory for a long time.

Things will start to ramp up now as we approach 
the summer season of concerts.  I know that I 
keep banging on about this, but please, take the 
leaflets home (there is now a revised one with 
extra concerts) and make a note of the dates.    
We have some wonderful players coming this year.  
By the time you read this, Simon Ballard will have 
performed his Bank Holiday piano recital, which 
I know will be fab.  Then on the first Monday in 
June (3rd at 1.00pm) a young man called Nick 
Tudgey will be giving us a solo guitar recital.   
This is quite a departure for us and I am greatly 
looking forward to meeting him and hearing 
his music. He has a website so, if you’re in two 
minds, have a look.

Then, looking ahead, we have three distinguished 
organists coming to play for us in July;  Stephen 
Disley from Southwark Cathedral, Sean Tucker 
formerly organist at Wimborne Minster and our 
old friend, Jonanthan Eyre who used to play at 
Bradford Cathedral.  Please make a note of these 
dates, they are truly fabulous players.  Don’t 
forget, also, the Afternoon Concerts on Sundays; 
the next of which will be a piano recital by 
Aleksander Szam on 16th June at 2:45.

I am very proud of the musical outreach 
programme that we have at St Saviour’s; we have 
some lovely concerts performed by some lovely 
and very talented people.

One last thing, before  
I go.  Alexander Eadon 
(another fabulous 
chap) 
is recording the CD for  
us at the beginning of 
July.  I still need  
donations for this.  

Please, please, 
please… GIVE ME YOUR MONEY!!!

Ann Hooley
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Sunday 21st July  2.45pm

Piano Recital
Tickets £10 on the door

Irina Lyakhovskaya

Monday 1st July 1.00pm

Organ Recital

Stephen Disley  

Saturday 13th July 5.00pm

Choral Concert

Harrow Choir

Sunday 16th June   2.45pm 

Piano Recital 
Tickets £10 on the door

Aleksander Szam

Monday 3rd June  1.00pm 

Guitar Recital 

 
NickTudgey
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Hello Darlings
June is busting out all over... Half way through 
the year all ready and before we know it we will 
be facing Christmas again.

Before that we’ve got weeks and weeks of 
Sundays in Ordinary Time. Dreary Green – not 
my favourite colour it doesn’t suit me. Why is 
it Ordinary time I ask? Are the other ones extra 
Ordinary? When I was a slip of a gel we had Trinity 
but like everything else times change. Can you 
remember the Whit Walks around the Parish, the 
Sunday School children all in their best and the 
Scouts and Guides proudly marching. The days 
were always sunny and hot. All in the distant past 
as time marches on and we couldn’t march if we 
wanted to with our arthritic limbs.

Time marches on reminds me that June is a month 
for celebrating lots of Birthdays at St Saviours. 
Bring out the cake, wine and champagne. Juliet 
Mitton, John Vernon and Fred Reeve come to 
mind and the first week of July we have Diana 
Dean and Hannah Bonini.

We have our annual outing to Arundel Cathedral 
on 19th June organised with her usual efficiency 
by Sue Metcalfe. Lovely grub to end the day as 
ever. Sue’s twin came over last month and will be 
back shortly before returning to Oz. She’s been 
gadding about Europe. Good on yer girl!

The highlight of this month must surely be the 
Ordination of Tom Crowley at the Cathedral on 
29th June. Fr Tom as he will then be joins us the 
following day so let’s hope we have a great day 
and that we give him a real St Saviour’s welcome 
after Mass. No I don’t mean give him the bumps!

It’s a good job we have a back up team of retired 
clergy as they’ve been in great demand recently 
with Fr Tony helping at St Michael’s and Fr Paul 
at Christ Church. Fr Mark is being kept busy on 
Diocesan duties by request of Bishop Martin.

As part of the Cross Parish Partnership we 
welcomed Fr David King from St Andrew’s to 

celebrate and to preach while Fr Mark went to  
St Andrew’s 

We have had lots of compliments on the Easter 
Garden this year and all who were involved in its 
design and construction are to be congratulated 
on the result. Magnificent. Fortunately or 
unfortunately we had two concerts in the church 
– one being the Verdi Requiem which has 100 
performers. This meant the garden had to be 
dismantled and moved up by the High Altar for 
three days and then reassembled.

I think we must mention Keith Metcalfe who acts 
as Verger for these concerts and has been actively 
involved for many years. Keith is not a well man, 
but as the saying goes - you can’t keep a good 
man down - short of tying him up.

Thank you Keith and do as you are told and let us 
help.  Any volunteers???

I ended last month by mentioning the Annual 
Parish Meeting. Who would the Churchwardens 
be I mused. Well it wasn’t a Conservative, Lib 
Dem, or Labour Gain. As they say at elections.  
NO CHANGE.

Pauline and John slog on for another year.  
No Interegnum to occupy them this year just the 
Quinquennial Inspection report and how to plan 
the work involved on the building and to pray for 
the means to do it. Thank goodness we have  
Fr Mark.

The Spring Fair was a great success and raised 
over £700.

The Champagne Tea Party takes place shortly – 
not my cup of tea. You know my tipple. Looking 
further ahead we have the Assumptiontide Garden 
Party which didn’t take place last year due to 
the Interregnum. That’s always a good day and 
generally blessed with good weather.

So another month goes by with longest day and 
lots to enjoy. Next month is the annual Pilgrimage 
to Walsingham and Fr Nick McNeill has something 
to celebrate... hmm I wonder what. We shall wait 
and see.

Goodbye my dears for another month.    Chin chin

Kitty x
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Dates for your Diary June 2019
Sat 1 09.00am Mass  S Justin 

Sun 2 7th Sunday of Easter  08.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass  

Mon  3 10.30am Mass  S Charles Lwanga and his Companions 

Tues 4 12 noon Mass  Tuesday of the 7th week of Easter

Wed 5 10.30am Mass  S Boniface Bp.   CBS

Thur 6 10.30am Mass  Thursday of the 7th week of Easter

Fri 7 12 noon Mass  Friday of the 7th week of Easter

Sat 8 09.00am Mass   Saturday of the 7th week of Easter

Sun 9 Pentecost  08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass    

Mon  10 10.30am Mass  Mary, Mother of the Church

Tues 11 12 noon  Mass  St. Barnabas Ap.

Wed 12 10.30am Mass  Feria  Guild of All Souls

Thur 13 10.30am Mass  Our Lord Jesus Christ the Eternal High Priest

Fri  14  12 noon Mass  Feria

Sat 15  09.00am Mass  Feria

Sun 16  The Most Holy Trinity  08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass    

Mon  17  10.30am Mass Feria 

Tues 18 12 noon Mass  Feria 

Wed 19 10.30am Mass  Feria

Thur 20 10.30am Mass  S Alban Protomartyr

Fri  21  12 noon Mass  S Aloysius Gonzaga

Sat 22  09.00am Mass  Ss John Fisher and Thomas More 

Sun 23  Corpus Christi 08.00am Mass  MM 10.30am Solemn Mass and Procession  

Mon  24  10.30am Mass  The Birthday of S John the Baptist

Tues 25 12 noon Mass  Feria   Walsingham Cell

Wed 26 10.30am Mass  Feria 

Thur 27 10.30am Mass  S Cyril of Alexandria Bp. Dr.

Fri 28 12 noon Mass  The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Sat 29  09.00am Mass  The Immaculate Heart of Mary

Sun 30  Ss. Peter and Paul Aps. 08.00am Mass    10.30am Solemn Mass 
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers       Telephone
Vicar Fr Mark McAulay SSC 01323 722317 
 The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA  

Hon Associate Clergy Fr Paul Christian SSC 460905  
 Canon Robert Fayers SSC 07706 067496 
 Fr Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed 381796 
 Rev Christopher Hadfield BA  422050 
 Fr Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399 

 
Churchwardens  Mrs Pauline Fella 656346 
 Mr John Vernon 412061

Deputy Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 645145 
 Mrs Rosemarie Emery 431283

Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy  720577

Treasurer  Miss Mary Delves  735410

Chair of Finance Mr Carl Hodgkinson 351014 

Other Officers  
Director of Music  Mr Paul Collins  647969 
Parish Hospital Contact  Mr Richard Elliott  872168
Car Park Manager / 100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert  469078
Church Hall Manager Mrs Heather Neilsen-Bonini 07876 288794
Safeguarding Officer Vacant  
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Susan Metcalfe 645145
Deanery Synod  Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent
Librarian  Mr David Thorpe  486214
Open Church Mr Roger Ellis 649896
Events Co-ordinator Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Cleaning / Flower Arranging  Mrs Rita Orchard   723375
Church Grounds   Mr John Burford 724317 
 Mrs Diana Dean, Mrs Lynette Newman 
Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Office Answerphone    729702

Church Organisations   
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam   525058 
Book Group   Rev Nick MacNeill  485399
Family Support Work  Miss Jennifer Hodgkinson and Mr Robert Ascott  351014
Chat-Stop Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green 381796
Guild of All Souls  Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS Miss Mary Delves  735410
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent  725796
Additional Curates Society Mr Roger Emery 431283 


