
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Mass of 

The Lord’s Supper  
(Maundy Thursday) 

 



 
 

THE TRIDUUM: THE THREE GREAT DAYS 
 
Welcome to St. Saviour’s as we begin our celebration of the central events of our 
salvation, and of the Christian Year.  The services of Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and the Great Vigil of Easter are known as the Triduum, or the three great 
days, to underscore the unity of all that happens between the evening of Maundy 
Thursday and the first Eucharist of Easter at the Great Vigil. 
 
To participate in the entire span of worship is to enter into the heart of the story. It 
is also the most rewarding way to experience the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
It is incumbent upon Christians to take part in as much of these three days as 
possible. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 
This service takes its name from the Latin word mandatum, meaning 
“commandment.” At the Last Supper, Jesus gives the new commandment, “love 
one another as I have loved you.” Although in a more limited form this year, the 
foot washing that takes place at this liturgy reminds us of the specificity of love. It 
also pushes against our natural inclinations. Like Peter, people are often hesitant 
to have their feet washed; it is uncomfortable and awkward. Yet it is important to 
allow others to serve us sometimes, as Christ offers to do for his disciples in the 
Upper Room and for us to serve others. 
 
At the same Last Supper, Jesus also took bread and wine and commanded us to 
do this in memory of him – as he instituted the Holy Eucharist. 
 
As the altar is stripped bare at the end of the liturgy, we are reminded that Christ’s 
crucifixion leaves a void in our church and in the world.  The world slips into chaos 
and we experience something of the disciples’ sorrow as their Lord was taken 
from them. 
 
Following this evening’s liturgy, we keep a prayerful watch at the altar of repose to 
heed Jesus’ invitation in the Garden of Gethsemane to “watch with me.” 



Before the Mass begins we keep a time of silence and prayer. 
 
When the bell rings please stand for the entry of the altar party as the organ plays an 
introit 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life 
and resurrection, through whom we are saved and delivered. 
 

X	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
    The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
The Celebrant briefly introduces the Mass 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
As the cantor sings the Gloria, bells are rung but then remain silent until the Easter Vigil 
 
Collect 
  
 O God, who have called us to participate  

in this most sacred Supper, 
 in which your Only Begotten Son,  

when about to hand himself over to death, 
 entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity,  

the banquet of his love,  
grant, we pray,  
that we may draw from so great a mystery,  
the fullness of charity and of life.  

 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Please sit for the readings 
 
 
First Reading  A reading from the book of Exodus (12:1-8, 11-14) 
 

As the Jews were saved by the blood of the paschal lamb, so we remember that 
Jesus is our saving Paschal Lamb. His death and resurrection brought us 
forgiveness and life. 
 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 
   ‘This month is to be the first of all the others for you, the first month of 
your year. Speak to the whole community of Israel and say, “On the tenth 
day of this month each man must take an animal from the flock, one for 
each family: one animal for each household. If the household is too small to 
eat the animal, a man must join with his neighbour, the nearest to his house, 
as the number of persons requires. You must take into account what each 
can eat in deciding the number for the animal. It must be an animal without 
blemish, a male one year old; you may take it from either sheep or goats. 
You must keep it till the fourteenth day of the month when the whole 
assembly of the community of Israel shall slaughter it between the two 
evenings. Some of the blood must then be taken and put on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses where it is eaten. That night, the flesh 
is to be eaten, roasted over the fire; it must be eaten with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. You shall eat it like this: with a girdle round your waist, 
sandals on your feet, a staff in your hand. You shall eat it hastily: it is a 
passover in honour of the Lord. That night, I will go through the land of Egypt 
and strike down all the first-born in the land of Egypt, man and beast alike, 
and I shall deal out punishment to all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord! The 
blood shall serve to mark the houses that you live in. When I see the blood I 
will pass over you and you shall escape the destroying plague when I strike 
the land of Egypt. This day is to be a day of remembrance for you, and you 
must celebrate it as a feast in the Lord’s honour. For all generations you are 
to declare it a day of festival, for ever.”’ 

 
At the end of the reading the reader says: 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 



The Psalm – The cantor sings Psalm 115 (116) 
 

The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ 
 

How can I repay the Lord  
for his goodness to me? 
The cup of salvation I will raise; 
I will call on the Lord’s name.   
 
The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ 

 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord  
is the death of his faithful 
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;  
you have loosened my bonds.   
 
The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ 

 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:  
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil  
before all his people.   
 
The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ 

 
Second Reading   A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

(11: 23-26) 
 

St. Paul reminds us that we have to let Jesus do among us in his memory what he 
did at the Last Supper: give us his body to eat, and his blood to drink.  
 
This is what I received from the Lord, and in turn passed on to you: that on 
the same night that he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread, and 
thanked God for it and broke it, and he said, ‘This is my body, which is for 
you; do this as a memorial of me.’ In the same way he took the cup after 
supper, and said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you 
drink it, do this as a memorial of me.’ Until the Lord comes, therefore, every 
time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming his death. 
 

At the end of the reading the reader says: 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



Please stand as the cantor sings the Gospel acclamation 
 
The Gospel – John 13.1-15 
 

Jesus washed his apostles’ feet to impress upon them, and us, that love, service 
and self-giving are at the heart of the Gospel. 
 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
A reading X	from the holy Gospel according to John (13:1-15) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
It was before the festival of the Passover, and Jesus knew that the hour had 
come for him to pass from this world to the Father. He had always loved 
those who were his in the world, but now he showed how perfect his love 
was. They were at supper, and the devil had already put it into the mind of 
Judas Iscariot son of Simon, to betray him. Jesus knew that the Father had 
put everything into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
returning to God, and he got up from table, removed his outer garment and, 
taking a towel, wrapped it round his waist; he then poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel he 
was wearing. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going 
to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘At the moment you do not know what I 
am doing, but later you will understand.’ ‘Never!’ said Peter ‘You shall never 
wash my feet.’ Jesus replied, ‘If I do not wash you, you can have nothing in 
common with me.’ ‘Then, Lord,’ said Simon Peter ‘not only my feet, but my 
hands and my head as well!’ Jesus said, ‘No one who has taken a bath needs 
washing, he is clean all over. You too are clean, though not all of you are.’ He 
knew who was going to betray him, that was why he said, ‘though not all of 
you are.’ 
 
  When he had washed their feet and put on his clothes again he went back 
to the table. ‘Do you understand’ he said ‘what I have done to you? You call 
me Master and Lord, and rightly; so I am. If I, then, the Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet, you should wash each other’s feet. I have given you an 
example so that you may copy what I have done to you.’ 

 
At the end of the Gospel reading, the priest or deacon says: 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 
Sermon 
Please sit 
 
The Washing of Feet 
 
Due to current restrictions, the priest can wash only the feet of his own household. He 
removes his chasuble and then pours water over their feet and dries them.   

 
The washing of the feet complete, the Principal Concelebrant puts on the chasuble, and 
returns to the ambo to lead the Prayer of the Faithful. 
 
The Prayer of the Faithful 
  
Priest: Having been reminded, observed, and reflected upon Jesus’ example of 

love and humble service, let us pray that we may do likewise. 
 
Intercessor: 
  

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his 
 disciples’ feet. We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and 
 service.  Lord hear us  and humble us. 
 
 On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity of 
 your church.  Lord hear us and unite us. 
  

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through their 
 message. We pray for the mission of your Church. 
 Lord hear us and renew our zeal. 
 
 On this night, he commanded them to love, but suffered rejection himself. 
 We pray for the rejected and unloved. 
 Lord hear us and fill us with your love. 
 
 On this night, he reminded them that if the world hated them it hated him 
 first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 
 Lord hear us and give us your peace. 
 
 On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new 
 wine of the kingdom. We remember those who have died in the peace of 
 Christ. Lord hear us and welcome all your children into paradise. 



 
 Let us offer to God the prayers of our own hearts… 
 

Mary stood at the cross of Jesus with John his beloved disciple; so we ask for 
their prayers as we say together: 

 Hail Mary full of grace the Lord is with thee.   
 Blessed art thou among women,  

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.   
Holy Mary, mother of God,  

 pray for us sinners now  
and at the hour of our death.   
Amen 

 
Priest:  
 

Gracious God, you raised us up in Christ : hear our prayers that we might 
follow him in taking up our cross and laying down our lives.  We as this 
through the same Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
The organ plays the Offertory Hymn; please stand to be censed after the censing of the 
gifts, altar and clergy. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Pray brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father. 
 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory  
of His name, for our good, and the good of all his Holy Church. 

 
Prayer over the Offerings  
 

Grant us, O Lord, we pray,  
that we may participate worthily in these mysteries,  
for whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is celebrated  
the work of our redemption is accomplished.  
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 



 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
The cantor sings the responses to the celebrant on behalf of the people 
 
The celebrant continues with the preface; please remain standing as the cantor sing the 
Sanctus and Benedictus 
 
Please kneel as the celebrant continues with the words of institution.   
 
After the words of institution, the following acclamation is made: 
 

The mystery of faith 
Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death  
until he comes 

 
The prayer continues 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.   
Amen. 

 
Please stand for the Lord’s prayer 
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
 

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
 
Deliver us Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe 
from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 



 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever.   
 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles, Peace I leave you, my peace  
I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church,  
and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will.  
Who live and reign for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

 
All now safely exchange a sign of peace with those near to them 
 
After the cantor has sung the Agnus Dei, please kneel 
 
The priest then invites the people to receive communion: 
 
 Behold the Lamb of God,  

behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 
People who usually receive Holy Communion in their own church are welcome to do so 
today.  Others are welcome to come for a blessing – please bow your head or carry this 
Mass booklet with you to the altar step. 
 
Please queue in a single line down the central aisle for communion as directed, 
removing your mask before you approach the clergy to receive the Sacrament 
safely, before replacing it and moving away. 
 
The organ plays a hymn during communion, during which candles at the Altar of 
Repose are lit  
 
Please stand for the Post-Communion Prayer 
  

Grant, almighty God,  
that, just as we are renewed  
by the Supper of your Son in this present age, 



so we may enjoy his banquet for all eternity. 
 Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

Amen. 
 
Transfer of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
 
As the Blessed Sacrament is transferred to the Altar of Repose, the organ plays the 
Pange Lingua 
 
When the procession reaches the Altar of Repose, the Principal Concelebrant places the 
ciborium in the tabernacle. He then kneels at the Altar step and sings the Tantum Ergo, 
censing the Blessed Sacrament in the second verse. 
 
Following this, the lights gradually go out as the concelebrants and servers pause for a 
while in silent adoration. Then the Altar where Mass was celebrated is stripped without 
ceremony. The remaining crosses are removed from the Church (or covered) and the 
faithful are encouraged to pray before the Blessed Sacrament for a suitable time during 
the night.  
 
The watch continues until Midnight, concluding with Compline at 11.45. 
Please stay and pray with the Lord.  
 
Please ensure you use only the designated chairs and kneelers to pray, allowing space 
for others. If the chapel is full, you can pray from the area surrounding. 
 

Please leave the Church quietly after Mass. 

 
 

 
 
 

Copyright material is included from Common Worship: Services and Prayers  
for the Church of England (2000). 

 
Excerpts from the English translation and chants of The Roman Missal © 2010, International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  
All rights reserved. 

 
All hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence 

No 3482004 and Calamus Licence No 0673.  
  



 
 

Good Friday 
 

Morning Prayer     8.30am 
Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 2.00pm 

 
Holy Saturday 

 
Morning Prayer      8.30am 
Church cleaning     11.00am 
Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter  7.30pm 

 
Easter Sunday 

 
Morning Prayer     8.30am 
Said Mass       9.00am 
Sung Mass with Cantor    10.30am 
Prayer Book Evensong     5.00pm 
 

 

Everyone is welcome to all of our services; please be assured that all possible 
precautions have been taken to keep them safe. Pews are disinfected 

between services and masks must be worn at all times. 
 

If you would like to donate to our ongoing ministry 
and mission, or to the upkeep of St Saviour’s please 
scan this code to do so online. We are extremely 
grateful for anything you can give at this difficult 
time. 
 
You can sign up to our weekly newsletter by 

emailing stsavioursmailing@gmail.com  
 
 


