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Church Services
Sundays 
8.00 Low Mass

10.30 Solemn Mass and Sermon 
followed by refreshments 
in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am; 
Tues and Fri 12noon; Sat 9.00am

Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass, as above Sung Mass: 7.30pm.
Mattins and Evensong are said daily at 
8.30am and 5.30pm unless otherwise 
indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day or
night. The Holy Oil is available for those who wish
to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
A priest is usually available to hear Confessions or
for Spiritual Advice on Fridays at 11.30am 
or by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
Arrangements for Baptisms, Banns of 
Marriage, Weddings and Funerals 
should be made with the Vicar. 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

The church is open from 8.30am each day 
and a team of volunteers is available to answer
questions etc from 10am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while
there is a volunteer on duty. 

The Parish Magazine is published on the last
Sunday of the month. 

Matter for publication should be sent to
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com. 
See the Pew Sheet for Magazine deadline.

Articles should be no longer than 
750 words. News items or Reports should be
factual and no longer than 200 words. 

Articles are © copyright to the author and the
Editor’s decision is final. 

stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church
website and it is managed by Paul Fella
(stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com) to
whom matter for the site should be sent. 

Cover: October – the month of the Rosary



During our recent holiday we were talking
with a group of people in their church one
Sunday morning and they mentioned that
their new bishop would be visiting shortly
after her installation in her cathedral. She
had not been invited to preside at this
particular church, simply to meet the PCC
and hopefully map out a way forward for 
the parish. 

There was a lot of speculation about what
‘Apostolic Succession’ really meant. Quite simply
it is the belief that the Church of today is in direct
continuity with the Church of the Apostles, and is
the true, living manifestation of Christ’s one holy
catholic and apostolic Church on earth. All
member Churches of the Anglican Communion
uphold the doctrine of Apostolic Succession, as
does the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, the
Old Catholic and the Church of Sweden, and a
few other smaller Churches.

The Apostolic Succession of Christ’s Catholic
Church is acted out in the sacramental rites of
ordination and consecration in which bishops,
priests, and deacons are set apart by the laying
on of hands by a bishop, or in the case of the
ordination of a bishop, by at least three other
bishops of the Church, who were in turn
consecrated by other bishops in what is
theoretically an unbroken succession back to the
Apostles themselves.  For the Churches of the
Anglican Communion, and all the others 
I mentioned, the doctrine of Apostolic Succession
resides particularly in the office of bishop, part of
whose duty is to ensure that the faith taught by
the Church today is the genuine Christian faith
that was taught by the apostles themselves.

This historic doctrine asserts that the Church’s
bishops are to be regarded as successors to the
Apostles because they perform the functions of
the Apostles; their commission goes back to the
Apostles; they succeed one another in the same
dioceses – this being traced back to the

communion of Apostles; and because through
their consecration to the episcopal order, they
inherit from the Apostles the transmission of the
Holy Spirit, which empowers them for the
performance of their work. Part of this work is the
ordination of priests. Those Churches committed to
this doctrine believe that the Apostles themselves
received such authority from Jesus himself.

Now the Church of England has to face another
problem of its own making. In an earlier edition of
this magazine details of the House of Bishops’
Declaration were published (copies of a relevant
leaflet are in church). The Church of England
acknowledges that there are faithful worshippers
who, for sound theological reasons, do not
accept the consecration of women as bishops. If
women cannot be consecrated as bishops then
they cannot be part of the Apostolic Succession.
Part of their work, as mentioned above, is
ordaining priests, and this brings into question
whether any person so ordained by a women, is
in fact legitimately ordained. If congregations
refuse to accept such priests as properly
ordained, will they have a right to refuse such a
priest being appointed to a parish? Will, in future
years, priests be required to wear a badge of
authentication – ‘I was ordained by a male
bishop’?  It’s not too many years ago that cards
were available for anyone to carry, giving
instructions that if that person was ill and in
hospital, no sacramental ministry was to be
performed by a women. A messy situation has
got an awful lot messier. 

There are few things that are absolutely certain in
life. It used to be said that there were actually two
things – death and taxes. Perhaps we can add
another two – winters are not as cold, and clergy
are not as good as they once were. Were parish
priests once better? You wouldn’t know it by the
way in which their bishops talked about them. In
the 1930s Bishop Henley Henson used to
complain about his clergy owning motor cars
because he thought they were spending their
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days joy-riding, smoking and using ‘slang
expressions’ rather than doing their work. 
His ordination sermons consisted mostly of
fussing at the wretched candidates with such
encouraging remarks as ‘it is the case that the
besetting sin of English clergymen is just
idleness’. Eighty years before that, Edward King,
on his appointment as Bishop of Lincoln, was
informed that his clergy ‘could be divided into
three categories; those who had gone out of 
their minds; those who were about to go out 
of their minds; and those who had no minds 
to go out of.’ 

Why should someone want to be a priest today?
The simple answer is because that person is
called by God to do it. Priests are to proclaim the
gospel to the community of believers, and witness
to it by word, sacrament, and personal example.
Their mission is to inspire and equip the laity to
extend the work of Christ into the surrounding

community. Priests are to give what they cannot
themselves give, do something that is not their
own work, become the courier of something
entrusted to them be someone else. The ministry
of priests is an apostolic one, and their authority
and mission come from Christ. “As the Father
sent me, so I send you” said Jesus. Elsewhere he
said, “Without me you can do nothing.” 

Christ established the structure of the apostolic
ministry as a missionary institution. It is his
enterprise, it carries his authority, and he is
present in and through it. The heart of a priest’s
ministry is that priest’s life in Jesus. The priest is
to know Christ intimately, and to cultivate that
intimacy before everything else through a
disciplined life of prayer. Priests are walking
sacraments of hope. There is no higher calling.

Fr Jeffery
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In the early nineties I went to a lecture 
by a Romanian theologian who had been
imprisoned during Nicolai Caucescu’s
regime. He told us of the very real
persecution Christians suffered during those
years not just in the obvious way of closing
churches and hustling believers, but also by
printing books that denounced Christianity. 

These books used relevant verses from the Bible
‘exposed as nonsense’. However, in a country
where the Bible was banned the books became
surprisingly vital for Christian people, for as the
theologian said, ‘we bought the books to cut out
all the Bible verses so that we could make our
own Bibles without the authorities knowing.

This ingenious act always reminds me of how
reading the Bible is a precious thing to do in many
societies, but is something that we take for
granted. 

Now I am not going to ‘bash you over the head
with the Bible’, but I am going to strongly

encourage you to read the Bible and to read it
more often. Anglo-Catholics have not always
been good at this. A joke at theological college,
when a Bible passage was announced by a
lecturer, was to shout across the room ‘That’s in
the New Testament Terry...’ Sadly, the joke had
some truth in it beginning with me!

It is true that parts of the Bible can seem repetitive
and hard to follow. We should not be surprised at
this as after all it deals with the great mystery of
life, but most of the Bible is day-to-day teaching,
especially in the gospels. There are also rip-
roaring stories as with some of the great prophets
like Abraham and Moses to St. Paul’s conversion
at Damascus. The Bible is a library of diverse
writings, enough for every sentiment and the
more we get into it, the more we understand the
language. ‘Chapter and Verse’ is very useful when
studying the Bible, but remember that when the
various books of the Bible were written, there was
no ‘chapter and verse’, so try ignoring those little
numbers beside the sentences for a while and
read the Bible as it was first heard and read. I find

Bible study

The Collect for the Last Sunday
in Trinity:

Blessed Lord, who called all Holy
Scriptures to be written for our
learning, help us so to hear them,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest them, that through patience
and the comfort of your Holy Word,
that we may embrace and ever
hold fast the hope of everlasting
life, which you have given us in our
saviour Jesus Christ.
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it seems more familiar and perhaps less academic
that way. 

There are days when I admit that I read a passage
from say one of the prophets and think ‘what on
earth was that about?’ or browse through
Revelation and think ‘was the writer eating cheese
before he went to bed that night?’ I am being
flippant of course, but you can always get
commentaries to help explain what they mean or
you can ask one of the clergy!

Actually, there is so much that can be gained from
reading the prophets and the Book of Revelation.
For example, the latter may seem strange, but it
influences our worship and is in many ways the
most modern book in the New Testament. There are
plenty of books predicting a dire future around
today, only offering no salvation.

Let me encourage you then to read the Bible. If
you get any sticky bits, just read something
easier. You can never go wrong with the gospels
and they are always the best place to begin for

here we read of the birth, ministry, death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And here’s another
tip. Put your Bible in a prominent place so that
you cannot ignore it. I find that to do so means I
read it at leisure as well as at appropriate prayer
times. Five or ten minutes a day will make a
difference to your life and in so doing will make a
difference for the Church and for the world, for the
more we read the more we dwell and act upon
the words within.

Finally, find a Bible study group like the one we
have that meets in this church. Here we discuss
the words within and how they relate to us. In the
months to come we shall discuss the other very
important act of Bible reading that is reading it
through prayer.

The group meets once a month on Thursday
afternoons and recommences in October. If you
are interested in coming to the group please see
me and I will be able to give your more details.

Fr. Nick

Family Support Work
Recently I received posters and information about some interesting upcoming events in
September for Family Support Work. Unfortunately this arrived too late for me to get them in
last month’s magazine but some posters have been displayed on the notice board in the
Church porch.  To celebrate 125 years of FSW there will be a  Service of Thanksgiving and
Rededication in Chichester Cathedral on Saturday  3rd October at 2pm. Everyone Welcome! 

At S Saviour’s we will be collecting food, toiletries
and money on Sunday 27th September at
Harvest Thanksgiving. This is probably the day this
publication will appear. ‘Thank you’ in advance for
your generosity.

Now for the really good news 
There will be a Worker starting in Eastbourne in
November. It is some years since Anne retired and
a Worker was employed locally. It will be a great
boost for our tireless volunteers.

Also a Charity Shop will be opening in Eastbourne
very soon. When I receive details 
I will pass them on to you.  Mary T

The winners of the August
2015 100’s Club draw were:
1st 7 Annette Smyth £40 
2nd 64 Janet Lindsay £20 
3rd 85 Liz Furlong £10
We are still looking for more members. 
The cost is £2 per month with the draw taking
place on the last Sunday of the month.
Subject to numbers, prizes range from £40 for
first prize, £20 for second and £10 for third.
Please contact me for details. Steve Gilbert



In January 2005 Fr. Jeffery Gunn responded
to an advertisement in the Church Times
indicating that there was vacancy at 
St. Saviour’s, Eastbourne. In June of that year
he was inducted by the Bishop of Lewes(!). 
Fr. Jeffery had been the unanimous choice 
of the Patrons (Keble College, Oxford), the
Diocesan Bishop, and the Parish through its
Representatives and the views of not only the
PCC, but also the Assistant Clergy and the
congregation as a whole – these having been
sought at the beginning of the procedure.

We were fortunate to get him and Margaret. It is
perhaps right to start with the latter! Margaret had
quickly intimated that she had no intention of
being ‘Mrs. Vicar’ but, though she disliked the title,
she threw herself very quickly into the life of the
parish and without her efforts we would have been
much the poorer. We thank her for all her work
and, certainly not least, with that for the Social
Committee and in managing the Hall. 

Fr. Jeffery was vastly experienced, having run
successful parishes in this country and as Dean of

Ballarat in Australia. His experience and insistence
on the highest standards are reflected in what you
see around in and around St. Saviour’s. The Liturgy
continues to be of the highest standard; the
vestments, frontals, white linen are immaculate; the
servers know their job; the cleanliness of the
buildings; the tidiness of notice boards and
gardens and car park and so one could go on. The
Office has been revitalised; Philip now sits proudly
atop the steeple; the route to the Bell Tower is now
safer (and cleaner!) – though it remains a pity we
were unable to keep the bell ringing going on a
regular basis; the long promised Gloucester glass
(the Cathedral in which Fr. Jeffery was ordained)
actually made the trip early in his time here. 

Some might be moved to suggest that all the
above are peripheral and simple to achieve, and Fr.
Jeffery would be the first to admit and pay tribute
to the many people – too many to number – who
have given of their time and money to support him.
Nor were the foundations negligible. But these
things do not happen without leadership and a
determination to see things through and that is
what Fr. Jeffery provided. 
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But, then, did he do anything else? Well yes he
did. The money to repair the organ – a far from
insignificant sum – was raised and, as a result,
there are now regular recitals. The Hall and
kitchen has been refurbished and modernised as
have the facilities – I hope you have noticed – and
the heating system has been renewed. The
result? The Hall is now fully let. The sound system
now works – most of the time – something some
might regard as a mixed blessing’ Rooves –
a constant problem because they leak and the
lead gets nicked - have been repaired. Two
Quinquennials (neither a doddle to achieve) have
passed without our noticing all that has gone on.
Invidious to mention names it may be, but the
hours spent by Jim Tomsett and Jackie
Mulholland in making sure everything happened
cannot be allowed to escape without comment. 

But what about US do I hear you squawk? If you
are paying attention you can now often hear
challenging words of wisdom – funny how we
don’t like challenge – and the same would be the
case if you had gone to the Lent Courses. ‘Always
meant to go’. Too late now, of course. Oh dear.
Social Evenings, regular birthday celebrations,
Pilgrimages; wisdom in the magazine not all his,
but there all the same; a ready welcome at the
Vicarage, even on a Friday. And, of course, but
hidden, all that he has done for individuals. 

We will, rightly, never know who has benefited from
his help – suffice it to say that he has travelled
many a mile to deliver it day and night. I am not
equipped to comment on his work as Rural Dean
in any detail other than to say that Fr. Jeffery
worked tirelessly on behalf of SS’s – and with not 
a little success.

You know when Fr. Jeffery is in the building and
he is certainly not afraid to be direct. You may not
have liked the challenge he sometimes presents
or the way in which it is presented; you may have
said to yourself, ‘he shouldn’t have said or done
that’, but then again you have to ask yourself
what you would have done in similar
circumstances - swept it under the carpet and
said nothing? I expect he wishes he had more
success at dealing with gossip writers and
mongers, but we all wish we had success in this
area. It is no easy task being a priest for it can be
a lonely role but it is one that teaches one to keep
one’s mouth shut and keep one’s counsel.
Perhaps we can all learn from his example. 

We owe Fr. Jeffery and Margaret an enormous
debt of gratitude for all they have done for this
parish; they have earned their retirement and we
wish them a very happy one. 

John Wolters 

FAREWELL/RETIREMENT PARTY
Sunday 18th October 12.30pm

Come and mark Father Jeffery’s final Sunday at St Saviour’s with a light-hearted 
LUNCH and ENTERTAINMENT after the morning service.  

A specially cooked HOT MEAL will be served in the hall, followed by a suitable 
FUN ENTERTAINMENT given by several well-known members of St Saviour’s. 

This is a FREE EVENT, although donations will be requested to cover the cost of food and wine.

Places must be booked in advance (for catering purposes) by no later than 
Sunday 11th October.  Please see DAVID HORNE in church or by telephone (01323 722338). 

This will be a very special day – DON’T MISS IT!



9

This month, it is something of a more
personal rant.

I was reading the Server’s Magazine and came
across an unusual article on ‘The Bishop’s Bridle’.
I confess I had never heard of such a thing until
then, but I can certainly find a use for one for
someone who has been more than a little loose
with his tongue. Therein lies
the clue.

A certain Bishop Wilson 
wrote in 1714 that, 
“I ordered a bridle to be made
as a terror to people of evil
tongues.” He went on to say
that “If any person be
convicted of uttering a
scandalous report and cannot
make good the assertion,
instead of being fined or
imprisoned, they are
sentenced to stand in the
Market-place on a sort of
scaffold erected for that
purpose, with their tongue in a
noose of leather, which they
call a bridle, and having been
thus exposed to the view of
the people for some time be
released. On the taking off this

correction machine the perpetrator is then obliged
to say three times as loud as can be managed,
‘Tongue thou hast lied’.” It seems that as late as
1856 a bridle was being used somewhere in
Lancashire. 

So what has that got to do with my rant? Well, on
holiday I received a call on my mobile phone from

a long established Eastbourne
firm, quite concerned, after a
visit from a parishioner who
spoke long and loud about my
leaving this parish because I
was fed up with the people
and could not face dealing
with a recent embezzlement. 

It is amazing what some
people will invent. Even more
amazing that they are
prepared to tout their bilge
around local businesses. 

This is why I explained very
carefully, in church and by a
written record, my reasons for
retiring at this time.  

And then a wicked thought
came into my head. I will leave
you to guess what that was.

The Fourth Rant According to Jeffery

Renewed and 
refreshed!
The new church website has finally
been made live!  It is packed full of
new features as well as retaining
some of the old favourites. 

Please visit it and use it to see what’s
going on.

www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk
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A Mystical Experience
Following the article ‘A Spiritual Experience’
in the August magazine, I was prompted to
write on the subject of ‘mystical’ experience.

Maybe because I was raised in a God-fearing, but
no-nonsense family and subsequently read
science at university, I can honestly say that I
struggle to recall any deep mystical experience of
my own.  Scientific training is, prima facie, about
fact, proof and analysis. There is little room for
mystique. Sure, Avogadro et al had their
hypotheses, probably the closest many scientists
get to beliefs, but scientific hypothesis is merely
an assumption on its way to proof by example. 

At school, we were encouraged to choose
between studying Arts or Science in our very early
teens. I chose the latter. After all, this was the time
of PM Harold Wilson’s ‘White Heat of Technology’
speech, when science was sexy and its
application lauded as the panacea to all society’s
problems. It was long before being subsequently
scapegoated for many of earth’s 
ills, such as climate change, ozone depletion,
environmental pollution. So, having made a
choice, students of my ilk in the 1960s took
singular delight in swiftly dropping unrelated
subjects. In my case, it certainly meant anything
relating to the Arts, thereby avoiding my mind
being sullied by such irrelevances.  Humanities as
a subject didn’t exist. We couldn’t even spell
Philosophy – dismissed as just another f-word.

My scientific training served me well
professionally, but I have to admit to this day
remaining spiritually deficient. For me, no
Hallelujah Chorus moment. Maybe a church
magazine is the wrong vehicle for such an
admission, though I suspect I’m not alone.
Secular sirens abound, “You can’t PROVE that
God exists.” Similarly, “Where is God when natural
disasters occur, or children get cancer and die?”
And “The Bible is full of fairy stories; Jesus was a
charismatic conjurer who passed off his tricks as
miracles.”  My answer is that we, as mere
humans, can’t possibly expect to understand
God’s ways.  Neither should we accept the literal
accuracy of every Bible story.  But my answer
feels a touch lame.  

So, for one trained to analyse and seek proof, why
do I regularly stand in Church to repeat the Creed,
which begins, “I Believe.”? Well, for a start, I take
heart that there is safety in numbers – surely 1.2
billion Catholics worldwide can’t all be wrong? I
have met, among religious professionals and laity,
many individuals whom I respect and admire,
some with decidedly bigger brains than mine.
These people have made a conscious choice to
dedicate their lives to the service of God – hardly a
career choice for the money. I do also find it
reassuring that we seem to be the only planet in
the universe where life is known to exist. Even if
scientists have unravelled the Genesis ‘fairy story’
with the Big Bang theory, who or what caused the

Fr Jeffery’s last Service
Fr Jeffery’s last service will be 

Solemn Evensong and Benediction 
on 

Sunday 18th October 2015 at 4pm
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Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Stay in touch 
and contribute 
to the buzz…

Bang in the first place? (The cynic would say, given
the parlous state of our world today, the surest
sign that intelligent life exists elsewhere in the
universe is that none of it has tried to contact us!) I
hold on to my faith that death is not the end and
that we shall be eventually reunited with departed
loved ones. Am I hedging my bets by feeling that
going through life believing, if then proved wrong,
is preferable to denying and having to explain why
to the Almighty? 

I still hope for a truly mystical experience on earth.
I content myself with the manifestations of God’s
glory. Examples are everywhere in nature, the
intricate detail and beauty of wild flowers, or in the
artistic skills of great writers or painters.  I feel it in
music, particularly when surrounded by beautiful
architecture, the delightful frisson at the start of a
choral service in a major cathedral. Maybe that’s
as good as it gets. I certainly would put my hand
up for a better understanding of mystical theology.

It seems I’m in good company. Mother Teresa
wrote these words after more than 50 years
caring for the poor and disadvantaged:
‘When I try to raise my thoughts to heaven there
is such a convicting emptiness that those very
thoughts return like sharp knives and hurt my very
soul. I am told God loves me and yet the reality of
darkness and coldness and emptiness is so great
that nothing touches my soul.’    
(Source: God Lost and Found, by John Pritchard, + Oxon.)

John Burford   

Looking for a speaker for your
club, group, WI or society?

LADY CRABTREE’s
latest talk

‘HOW TO 
GROW OLD

DISGRACEFULLY’
is guaranteed to raise a laugh!

Enquiries 

T 01323 722338
E connie@ladycrabtree.co.uk
W www.ladycrabtree.co.uk



12

Mists and mellow
fruitfulness, eh!!  

Moving on…
I cannot say how thrilled I was with the
choir’s efforts last week. For the first time in
a long while they sang a really complex
motet; Byrd’s ‘Ave Verum.’ As is so often the
case with this kind of music the apparent
simplicity of the piece belies the complexity
of the texture that lies beneath.  It is a
beautiful work which conveys the real
meaning of the words and the spirituality
that it represents. Well done! Not only did
you get the notes right (and in the right
order), but also you did get those meanings
across. We will be doing it again and I know
that it can only get better and better!

Preparations are well underway for Harvest; how
is it possible that we are already in the middle of

September. I always think that when you get to
this point in the year the time just dissolves away
and before you know it, you’re carving the
turkey!!...HELP.

We’re also working hard on the music for 
Fr. Jeffery’s final Sunday. That promises to be a
great occasion but of course, tinged with
sadness! Let’s make it a fab send-off.

A few advance notices for you. Please look out for
the Monday lunchtime recitals; we have three left
for this year. The next one is on 5th October;
Organ duets with Robert Munns and Brian
Newman – a virtuoso duo if ever there was one. 
It will be worth coming along to see how they
manage to keep out of each other’s way, if nothing
else. The November concert is an organ recital by
Malcolm Kemp who is making a very welcome
return visit. Finally, unusually, in December my
brother Ian will be performing a song recital for us. 

The other notice that I wanted to give was for a
gala Christmas concert that I wish to stage on
22nd December. During my time at St Andrew’s
this proved to be a very popular event for
performers and audience. We invite a brass band
to play, a scratch choir, soloists and readers.
Sadly St Andrew’s has now closed so the venue
is no longer available to us. St Saviour’s is the
obvious choice. It is such fun and really gets
people into the Christmas spirit. There’s a lot to
organise for this so, for the moment, pencil it in
your diaries and I hope to confirm it all in next
month’s ‘Blast.’

Looks like I’ve run out of space to tell you more
about the history of the organ – for next month!

A Blast from 
the Console!

If you would like to advertise in this publication, 
please contact Roger Ellis, Beth Robertson or 
John Vernon who can give you information.  

Alternatively, details and a rate card can be obtained
via email from stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.
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SOMETHING NEW!
Jim Tomsett extols the virtues of
the new Parish Giving Scheme.

If you are already supporting St Saviour’s
financially – THANK YOU, your steadfast, regular
and generous support is sincerely appreciated, 
and needed now more than ever. 

I am now asking you to consider changing the method of
your giving to the new and innovative Parish Giving
Scheme (PGS).  If you do change – and I very much
hope you will – it will not only reduce the amount 
of administrative work that Mike Brennan and 
Mary Delves have to do to match up your donations
and claim the Gift Aid, but more importantly by the using the PGS direct
debit, monthly, quarterly or annually, your donations and the Gift Aid come straight back 
to St Saviour’s in just ten days.  Under existing arrangements we have to wait over twelve
months before we can make an annual claim for Gift Aid tax repayment (in total around £6,500).
With the PGS we get that money proportionately in just ten days each month, every month, and
can use it straight away in the day to day  running of the Church.

In short, the PGS makes your regular giving easier, quicker and much more beneficial to 
St Saviour’s without costing you an extra penny, and saving us a whole heap of work. 

The PGS is run through the Diocese of Gloucester, where the scheme was originally devised 
and has now been rolled out with great success to many other dioceses, including Chichester.
The PGS is confidential, reliable and your details are protected throughout by data protection
legislation.  I have a helpful leaflet about the PGS, please ask me for one, but please don’t be
surprised if I come and talk to you direct!  I’ve already signed up! 

PA R I S H  G I V I N G S C H E M E
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There will be 
less happening 

here this time,
as I have to get this
report in early as
our man Paul

who puts the
magazine together is going off to
Canada. Do you think he’s going to
join the Mounties as he often wears
red?  I hope not, because we need
him here much more than they do. 

I’ve had a bumper crop of tomatoes this year and
even managed a few jars of chutney. I saw an
interesting article in the Daily Telegraph recently
and thought I’d share it with you. This is
particularly for those who grow tomatoes. We all
agree that the mouth watering taste of a tomato
plucked from the vine is a world away from the
often insipid or sharp flavour that remains by the
time it reaches supermarket shelves. Researchers
have found that dunking the green tomato in hot
water after picking could be the key to holding the
sweetness and maintaining it when storing the
fruit. All tomatoes destined for the supermarket

are picked green
and coaxed to

ripen while
stored and
transported 
at low

temperature.
Chilling degrades the

flavour. In Florida the tomatoes
are now dipped in hot water for 10 minutes and
left to cool at room temperature before shipping. 
I might just give this a try with some of my green
ones.

It was lovely to see baby Oliver in Church with
Caroline his Mum, and in the hall after Mass there

were lots of cuddles awaiting him. I am delighted
to report that the very, long, difficult peal of bells to
commemorate the anniversary of VJ Day was
successful and lasted for the full 3 hours 
10 minutes. Congratulations to the team!

Isn’t it good to see 2 new, young faces in our
choir? Matthew and his sister Hannah are working
towards university places and it is great to have
them as part of our family until that day comes
and possibly in the holidays in the future? 

There will be a number of extra voices in the 
choir for Evensong and Benediction on Sunday 
18th October at 4pm and the choir are working
hard learning new music, so please come along
to this special service.

We love having visitors to St Saviour’s and the
other Sunday there was a delightful lady from the
north of England whose parents and sister live 
in Eastbourne. She was welcomed by 
Fr Christopher and helped by Jackie and her
name is Mrs Sue Shepherd. This lady married 
Fr Peter Shepherd, one time curate at 
St Saviour’s at the time of Fr Derek Allen in 1982.
After moving to the north of England Fr Peter
became head teacher in a large school until his
retirement by which time he’d passed five
degrees! He is still very busy as a non stipendiary
priest working in three parishes and helping out at
interregnums (I looked it up to see if I had the
correct plural of the that word as I know some
gents who would have picked me up on it!) It
would be lovely to see Sue again and who knows
perhaps Fr Peter might come with her to
Eastbourne sometime? The Church of England
could not manage without non stipendiary priests
and where would St Saviour’s be without 
Frs Charles, Christopher, John, Nick and Robert?
In deep trouble. TTFN.

Eve’s
Droppings
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Dates for your Diary October
Thurs 1 10.30am Mass  S Therese of the Child Jesus

Fri 2 12 noon Mass Holy Guardian Angels

Sat 3 9.00am Mass BMV

Sun 4 27th     Sunday in Ordinary Time   8.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 5 10.30am Mass  Guild of All Souls Monthly Requiem  1.0pm Monthly Recital 

Tues 6 12 noon Mass S Bruno

Wed 7 10.30am Mass Our Lady of the Rosary

Thurs 8 10.30am Mass Feria

Fri 9 12 noon Mass S Denis & Companions

Sat 10 9.00am Mass S Paulinus of York

Sun 11 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  8.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass 

Mon 12 10.30am Mass S Wilfrid

Tues 13 12 noon Mass  S Edward the Confessor

Wed 14 10.30am Mass S Calistus

Thurs 15 10.30am Mass S Teresa

Fri 16 12 noon Mass Feria

Sat 17 9.00am Mass  S Ignatus of Antioch

Sun 18 29th   Sunday in Ordinary Time  8.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

4.00pm Solemn Evensong and Benediction – Fr. Jeffery’s last Sunday Service 

Mon 19 10.30am Mass Feria

Tues 20 12 noon Mass Feria

Wed 21 10.30am Mass Feria

Thurs 22 10.30am Mass Feria

Fri 23 12 noon Mass S John Capistrano

Sat 24 9.00am Mass S Anthony Mary Claret

Sun 25 30th    Sunday in Ordinary Time    8.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass   

Mon 26 10.30am Mass Ss Chad & Cedd

Tue 27 12 noon Mass Feria

Weds 28 10.30am Mass Ss Simon & Jude

Thurs 29 10.30am Mass Feria

Fri 30 12 noon Mass Feria

Sat 31 9.00am Mass BVM

Key: Ap – Apostle; BVM – Blessed Virgin Mary; CBS – Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament; LM
– Low Mass; MS – Sung Mass; RM – Requiem Mass.
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers Telephone
Vicar The Very Revd Jeffery Gunn MA 

The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA   01323 722317
Hon Assistant Clergy Rev Christopher Hadfield, BA 422050

Canon Charles Lansdale BA 646655
Rev Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399
Rev John Wright BSc Cert Ed 723584
Canon Robert Fayers 07706 067496

Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 01323 645145
Mr John Bourdon 729142

Deputy Churchwarden Mrs Pauline Fella 656346
Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy 720577
Treasurer Miss Mary Delves 735410 
Electoral Roll Mrs Mary Tomsett 489646 
Secretary Planned Giving Mr Michael Brennan 504731 

Other Officers 
Director of Music Mr Paul Collins 647969 
Parish Hospital Contact Mr Richard Elliott 872168
Sacristan/Servers Mr Stuart Burns 500585
Bookstall Manager Miss Jane Pinching 894414
Caring and Sharing Mrs Pat James 721061
Car Park Manager Mr Steve Gilbert 469078
Safeguarding Officer Mrs Za Crook 729059
Churches Together Mrs Pat James 721061

Mrs Beverly Cochran 434785
Deanery Synod Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent 

Mr John Bourdon
Family Support Work Mrs Mary Tomsett 489646

Mr Robert Ascott 728892
Librarian Mr David Thorpe 486214
Guild of All Souls Miss Lis Trustam 504909
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent 725796
Open Church The Vicar
Our Lady of Walsingham Miss Mary Delves 735410
100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert 469078 
Vestry (unmanned) 729702

Church Organisations and when they meet 
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam – Call for details  504909 
Book Group  Rev Nick MacNeill 485399
Church Cleaning  Mrs Rita Orchard – Tuesdays from 9am  723375
Church Grounds  Mr John Burford 724317
Flower Arrangers Mrs Rita Orchard – Fridays from 9am  01323 723375
Social Committee  Mrs Margaret Gunn 722317

Disclaimer:  The Vicar and Editor do not necessarily agree with all the views expressed in this Magazine. Please note that all articles
are copyright to the author and may not be reproduced in any form or medium without the written permission of the author or Editor.


